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architecture + design

TRANSCENDING
MERE FUNCTION

{DESIGNING & BUILDING THE TROPICAL MODERN EXPERIENCE F

Text John T. O’Connor Phetes Island Studio Photography

ANDREW ZAHN, BUILDER, DEVELOPER AND PRINCIPAL ot Zahn Development has been deeply involved in gut renovations of existing homes in South Florida for
years. But when it comes to new construction, Zahn has always been interested in what the Tropical Modern home “wants to be” in this land of winding waterways
and brilliant sun. South Florida, unlike say, Southern California, has issues that affect design aesthetics in a big way. Issues like hurricane code and sea level rise,

which are especially important for Zahn's projects as they almost always rise in Fort Lauderdale’s tony, eastern neighborhoods — neighborhoods that just happen
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Clear glass is topped with a
smooth, brushed stainless-steel
railing on the home’s floating,
oak staircase. A ladder-like
wall of glass mimics this pro-
cession from floor to floor.
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the froverting steps. In o nod to early Maodemists ond perhops even America's
First Madernist, Frank Lloyd Wrighi, the madest enironce makes what is fo come
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Step through the eight faat high entrance door ond your sightline is straight
thraugh the house, the interior of which explades with velumetric spoce in a
dauble-height living ream with loora-ceiling glass. This spoce, sheathed in o
mafefinished, rectified porcelain that looks amazingly like wane, feotures o
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